Implementing a point-of-care testing program in the critical care setting.
Clearly, there are important reasons for both the critical care area and the laboratory to improve efficiencies wherever possible and at the same time maintaining or improving quality. POCT, when implemented in a way that fits the individual system, can accomplish both of those objectives. By all accounts, the trend toward providing POCT will continue, particularly in the critical care units where TAT of the most important STAT tests is of the utmost importance in providing the best possible patient care. To support that trend, critical care clinicians need to closely work with experts in laboratory medicine to bring the expertise of the laboratory to the patient's bedside, where quick and accurate results are needed. By working together, critical care clinicians and laboratorians can create quality POCT programs in the critical care unit, which can meet the needs of both clinicians and laboratorians and, most of all, the critically ill patients in our care.